
Plant Name:    Passiflora coccinea red passion flower (F)

Striking, free-flowering species with downy, purplish stems bearing
large, scalloped leaves and flowers with bright scarlet petals and red
sepals surrounding a central mass of deep purple filaments with a
pink or white base.  Also bears edible fruit. Passiflora are easy to
raise from seed, very vigorous and do well in pots. 
Tender climber - min 15C - perfect for a sunny conservatory. 
Flowers: Spring to autumn 
Height: 3-4m 
Position: Sun 

Passiflora coccinea is a showy flowering vine that is native to South
America. Depending on how far north it is planted this vine can be
evergreen to semi evergreen, it is not as vigorous as P. incarnata.
The stems are very slender and smooth with a red to purplish hue.
The leaves have large lobes and sport soft red to brown hairs. From
midsummer to fall the Red Passion Flower will bloom, the flowers
are outstanding, bright scarlet red with white, purple, and light pink
colors on the corona. The flower can get 3-5" in diameter, and are
plentiful on the vine. After flowering a 2" orange to yellow edible
fruit is formed. At its max Red Grandilla can reach 12 feet tall with
a 3-5' spread. 

Plant Use: Flowering Vine 
Exposure: Sun to Part Shade
Water Requirements: Medium

P. coccinea bears saucer-shaped, scarlet flowers, and produces
spherical finely woolly fruit, 2 inches long, ripening to
orange-yellow with darker stripes. This evergreen to semi-evergreen
vine dies back to the ground in colder areas, but can remain if well
mulched or planted in a sunny location that rarely, if ever, freezes.
Leaves are five-lobed and flowers are slightly smaller, but with the
same stunningly beautiful flower and edible fruit. Prune out inner
growth periodically to keep plant open and healthy. This hardy
climber does so by tendrils and is a favorite food of caterpillars and

No Species data defined for this species
Species Data (applies to all plants in this Plant Species) Plant Data (applies to THIS plant only)

Flowering Time:Flowers from Jun to Aug

Height: 3-4m
Colour: bright scarlet petals and red

Plant Type: Vine
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fritillary butterfly. Wonderful over a trellis as a shade-providing
option or as a slope stabilizer, tropical selections can be grown as
houseplants in a very bright window.

Characteristics  
Family: Passifloraceae   
Size: Height: 3-4m.   
Plant Category: climbers, edibles,   
Plant Characteristics: low maintenance,   
Foliage Characteristics: evergreen,   
Foliage Colour: green,   
Flower Characteristics: showy, unusual,   
Flower Colour: reds,   
Tolerances: heat & humidity,   

Requirements
Bloomtime Range: Mid Summer to Early Autumn     
Light Range: Part Shade to Full Sun   
pH Range: 5.5 to 7.5   
Soil Range: Some Sand to Clay Loam   
Water Range: Normal to Moist 

Fertilizing
How-tos : Fertilization for Established Plants 

Established plants can benefit from fertilization. Take a visual
inventory of your landscape. Trees need to be fertilized every few
years. Shrubs and other plants in the landscape can be fertilized
yearly. A soil test can determine existing nutrient levels in the soil.
If one or more nutrients is low, a specific instead of an all-purpose
fertilizer may be required. Fertilizers that are high in N, nitrogen,
will promote green leafy growth. Excess nitrogen in the soil can
cause excessive vegetative growth on plants at the expense of flower
bud development. It is best to avoid fertilizing late in the growing
season. Applications made at that time can force lush, vegetative
growth that will not have a chance to harden off before the onset of
cold weather. 

Light
Conditions : Full to Partial Sun 
Full sunlight is needed for many plants to assume their full
potential. Many of these plants will do fine with a little less
sunlight, although they may not flower as heavily or their foliage as
vibrant. Areas on the southern and western sides of buildings
usually are the sunniest. The only exception is when houses or
buildings are so close together, shadows are cast from neighboring
properties. Full sun usually means 6 or more hours of direct
unobstructed sunlight on a sunny day. Partial sun receives less than
6 hours of sun, but more than 3 hours. Plants able to take full sun in
some climates may only be able to tolerate part sun in other
climates. Know the culture of the plant before you buy and plant it! 

Watering
Conditions : Normal Watering for Outdoor Plants 
Normal watering means that soil should be kept evenly moist and
watered regularly, as conditions require. Most plants like 1 inch of
water a week during the growing season, but take care not to over
water. The first two years after a plant is installed, regular watering
is important for establishment. The first year is critical. It is better to
water once a week and water deeply, than to water frequently for a
few minutes. 
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* The key to watering is frequency. Water well then wait long
enough until the plant needs to be re-watered according to its
moisture requirements.

* When watering, water well. That is, provide enough water to
thoroughly saturate the root ball. With containerized plants, apply
enough water to allow water to flow through the drainage holes.

* Avoid using cold water especially with houseplants. This can
shock tender roots. Fill watering can with tepid water or allow cold
water to sit for a while to come to room temperature before
watering. This is a good way to allow any harmful chlorine in the
water to evaporate before being used.

* Some plants are best irrigated by sub-irrigation, i.e. watering from
the bottom up. This avoids splashing water on the leaves of sensitive
plants. Simply place the pot in a shallow pan filled with tepid water
and let the plant sit for 15 minutes to allow the root ball to be
thoroughly wet. Take out and allow sufficient drainage.

* Use an unpainted dowel to help you determine when to re-water
larger pots. Stick it into the soil ball & wait 5 minutes. The dowel
will absorb moisture from the soil and turn a darker color. Pull it out
and examine. This will give you an idea of how wet the soil root ball
is.

* Roots need oxygen to breath, do not allow plants to sit in a saucer
filled with water. This will only promote disease. 

Planting
How-tos : Planting Vines & Climbers 

Choose the planting site for your climber carefully: its long flexible
stems may need some shelter, but planting right next to a wall might
keep it from the sun or water it needs. Make sure that there's room
for the climber to grow when it gets tall, and remember that it will
grow towards the sun unless carefully trained. Be sure you will be
able to manage the plant once it becomes tall, or that if it has a mind
of its own, it won't become a problem. 
Select a support structure before you plant your climber. Common
support structures are trellises, wires, strings, or existing structures.
Some plants, like ivy, climb by aerial roots and need no support.
Aerial rooted climbers are fine for concrete and masonary, but
should never be allowed to climb on wood. Clematis climbs by leaf
stalks and the Passion flower by coiling tendrils. Akebia and
Wisteria climb by twining stems in a spiral fashion around its
support. 

Do not use permanent ties; the plant will quickly outgrow them. Use
soft, flexible ties (twist-ties work well), or even strips of pantyhose,
and check them every few months. Make sure that your support
structure is strong, rust-proof, and will last the life of the plant.
Anchor your support structure before you plant your climber. 

Dig a hole large enough for the root ball. Plant the climber at the
same level it was in the container. Plant a little deeper for clematis
or for grafted plants. Fill the hole with soil, firming as you, and
water well. As soon as the stems are long enough to reach their
support structure, gently and loosely tie them as necessary. 

If planting in a container, follow the same guidelines. Plan ahead by
adding a trellis to the pot, especially if the container will not be
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positioned where a support for the vine is not readily available. It is
possible for vines and climbers to ramble on the ground or cascade
over walls too. Clematis and Roses actually work quite well this
way. 

Problems
Pest : Whiteflies 
Whiteflies are small, winged insects that look like tiny moths, which
attack many types of plants. The flying adult stage prefers the
underside of leaves to feed and breed. Whiteflies can multiply
quickly as a female can lay up to 500 eggs in a life span of 2
months. If a plant is infested with whiteflies, you will see a cloud of
fleeing insects when the plant is disturbed. Whiteflies can weaken a
plant, eventually leading to plant death if they are not checked. They
can transmit many harmful plant viruses. They also produce a sweet
substance called honeydew (coveted by ants) which can lead to an
unattractive black surface fungal growth called sooty mold.

Possible controls: keep weeds down; use screening in windows to
keep them out; remove infested plants away from non-infested
plants; use a reflective mulch (aluminum foil) under plants (this
repels whiteflies); trap with yellow sticky cards, apply labeled
pesticides; encourage natural enemies such as parasitic wasps in the
garden; and sometimes a good steady shower of water will wash
them off the plant. 

Fungi : Leaf Spots 
Leaf spots are caused by fungi or bacteria. Brown or black spots and
patches may be either ragged or circular, with a water soaked or
yellow-edged appearance. Insects, rain, dirty garden tools, or even
people can help its spread.

Prevention and Control: Remove infected leaves when the plant is
dry. Leaves that collect around the base of the plant should be raked
up and disposed of. Avoid overhead irrigation if possible; water
should be directed at soil level. For fungal leaf spots, use a
recommended fungicide according to label directions.

Pest : Scale Insects 
Scales are insects, related to mealybugs, that can be a problem on a
wide variety of plants - indoor and outdoor. Young scales crawl
until they find a good feeding site. The adult females then lose their
legs and remain on a spot protected by its hard shell layer. They
appear as bumps, often on the lower sides of leaves. They have
piercing mouth parts that suck the sap out of plant tissue. Scales can
weaken a plant leading to yellow foliage and leaf drop. They also
produce a sweet substance called honeydew (coveted by ants) which
can lead to an unattractive black surface fungal growth called sooty
mold.

Prevention and Control: Once established they are hard to control.
Isolate infested plants away from those that are not infested. Cosnult
your local garden center professional or Cooperative Extension
office in your county for a legal recommendation regarding their
control. Encourage natural enemies such as parasitic wasps in the
garden. 

Conditions : Chlorosis 
Entire leaves or area around veins in leaves appear yellow. This is
the result of decreased iron uptake from the soil due to higher pH or
waterlogged soil. It is important to know the pH requirements of
plants. Prior to planting, amend soil to improve drainage and adjust
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pH, if necessary. Chlorosis is common in plants growing close to
concrete or planted in alkaline soils. Treat with an iron supplement
according to label directions. 
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